
West Midlands Greener Together Forum

Keeping the Faith in Climate Action



Agenda
5:30pm – 5.45pm – Kamran Shezad – BAHU Trust

5.45pm – 5:55pm – Jackie Homan – West Midlands

5:55pm – 6.05pm - Tas Bashir - Community Retrofit by MECC Trust

6.05pm – 6.15pm - Dan Gregory - Birmingham City Council

6.15pm – 6.25pm – Shaheen Ahmed & Jo Ind – Balsall Heath Nature Map

6.25pm – 6.35pm – Prubhjyot Singh - EcoSikh

6.35pm – 6.45pm - Chris Martin – Birmingham Faith Climate Action Partnership

6:45pm – 6:50pm – 5 - minute break

6:55pm– 7.20pm - Panel event with young people of faith How do you feel faith supports young people 
with climate action?

7:20pm – 7.25pm – Community announcements – for anyone to raise any upcoming events or areas of 
interest to the Forum

7.25pm – 7.30pm – Closing remarks

7:30pm – 8:00pm – Refreshments & Networking



Regional Climate Action

Jackie Homan

Head of Environment

West Midlands Combined Authority



Regional climate targets

2041 is the regional date set to achieve net zero 

This is a hugely ambitious plan but is an essential investment in the region’s 
future. 

We set out a five year plan explaining how we can deliver a 33% reduction 
in carbon use across local transport, energy, homes and businesses by 
2026. 



How we support the Environment

The WMCA's Environment Programme has four themes;

Natural environment | circular economy | climate adaptation | air quality 

Behaviour change is a cross-cutting theme

Projects we’ve secured funding for and started delivering;

• £1m from Defra for the Local Investment in Natural Capital project

• £1.4m from Defra and DLUHC for air quality sensors and a behaviour change programme

• £1.2m from Commonwealth Games Legacy Fund for a new Community Environment Fund

• £300k secured from Woodland Trust’s Emergency Tree Fund

• Our Community Green Grant programme has provided over £1m for 30 projects across the region

• Over 596k trees are registered on our Virtual Forest platform that encourages tree planting



Community Grants 

Since 2022, the WMCA has awarded grants of over £1.7 million to 
community groups to improve greenspaces, connect people with 
nature, reduce waste, make communities more resilient to climate 
impacts and improve knowledge of environmental issues.

Recently our Community Environment Fund has funded;

All Saints’ Action Network, Wolverhampton - to open a Repair 
Café at its community hub and wood recycling centre.

Holyhead Road Allotments, Coventry - to transform an area of the 
site that has become water-logged due to climate change

Birmingham and Black Country Wildlife Trust - for Dudley’s Path 
to Nature Recovery project to help connect more people in Dudley 
and Sandwell to nature

Saathi House, Aston – to train 90 local women as environment 
champions to promote sustainable living practices



Our work with faith groups 
The Faith Strategic Partnership Group brings together key members of West Midlands faith and 
community groups to help improve the lives of all residents. 

• The group identifies priority areas and strategies to tackle these from a faith perspective. These 
include homelessness, education, employment, poverty, community relations and leadership.

In 2023, the WMCA signed The Faith Covenant – a joint commitment by faith communities, local 
authorities and others to a set of principles that promote open, practice working on all levels. 



Get in touch

www.wmca.org.uk/what-we-do/environment-energy/

environment@wmca.org.uk

mailto:environment@wmca.org.uk
mailto:environment@wmca.org.uk
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Collaborative approach to retrofit
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The Housing Challenge 

Housing 

responsible for 

36% of 

Birmingham's 

emissions (largely 

for heating)

23%
Of 

Birmingham 

families live in 

fuel poverty

66% of Birmingham 

homes estimated to be 

EPC D or Below

£1.4bn per year cost 
to NHS due to cold, 
damp homes 
(national)
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My Vision 

Birmingham is leading the way in Retrofit

- Supporting 10,000 households per year

- An exemplar approach based on collaboration 

and trust
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Current Obstacles to this Vision

▪ Low awareness 

▪ Lack of trust

▪ Poor quality communications

▪ Bad quality work

▪ Disorganised, confusing approach

= Low uptake
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Wider Value of Delivering this Vision

▪ Cost of Living

▪ Health

▪ Community cohesion

▪ Jobs and training

▪ Local economy/ small businesses
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Emerging Retrofit Programmes

▪ SHDF

▪ Energy Company Obligations

▪ Devolution programme

▪ Supporting people who are not eligible for funding
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Birmingham Leading the Way

▪ Must scale up delivery of retrofit across the city

▪ Need to raise awareness and build trust

▪ Council cannot achieve this alone

How can I work with you to support more people in your 

communities?



PAGE 16



Balsall Heath Nature Map



Artist Shaheen Ahmed

Balsall Heath Nature Map

 Faith inspired nature mapping of Balsall Heath

Celebrating urban biodiversity

Collaboration with artists 

Rachel Pilkington and Dave Gray



Primordial Earth, is a Sanctuary:

a place for prayer and reflection for 
all living beings.



'He has spread out the Earth for all living 
creatures'

Quran: Chapter The Lord of Mercy verse 10







Our Garden Sacred Spaces of Balsall Heath

Mapping our experience of Nature as a community

Sharing and making connections with each other and with nature

Making art together that celebrates nature and raises awareness of 
how we all depend upon nature to thrive and survive

Working towards an appreciation of nature in the wider city, raising 
awareness of what we can do to help nature thrive and survive







ECO-SIKH UK

CARE FOR NATURE CARE 

FOR ALL



Eco-Sikh UK is a unified inter-faith 
response to help combat climate change, 
global warming and bio-diversity loss.

With a firm belief that the sum of 
our diverse communities is so 
much greater than its parts, we 
believe that all humans have an 
intrinsic sensitivity to the natural 
world, and that a sustainable, 
more just society is possible.

ABOUT ECO-SIKH UK



Eco-Sikh UK is a non-profit organisation which is part of a 
wider global climate action programme by Eco-Sikh. 

With a firm belief that the sum of our diverse communities is 
so much greater than its parts, we believe that all humans 
have an intrinsic sensitivity to the natural world, and that a 
sustainable, more just society is possible.

‘Air is our Guru, water is our father, the earth is our mother. 
They give us life, we sleep in their laps night and day, in 
which the entire world plays.’—Guru Nanak Dev Ji(SGGS p.8)

ABOUT ECO-SIKH UK



Eco-Sikh UK aims to interact and engage with communities 
focusing around five key activity areas (social objectives) of 
the Seed Plan: (see appendices I, II, III, IV & V)

▪ Assets

▪ Education & Young People

▪ Media & Advocacy

▪ Partnerships & Eco-twinning

▪ Celebration

OBJECTIVES



ACTIVITIES Collaborating with others – Canal and River Trust 



ACTIVITIES Collaborating with others 



ACTIVITIES

Every year March 14, Guru Har Rai Ji 
Coronation day is celebrated as Sikh 

Environment Day

https://videos.files.wordpress.com/b6FL8PlR/newsround_21.02.20_dvd.mp4


ACTIVITIES
Boota Prashad



ACTIVITIES – Green flag status



ACTIVITIES – Guru 
Nanak Dev Ji’s 

550th





ACTIVITIES – Many others

Bahu Trust -  Birmingham Foot Steps - Birmingham

Guru Nanak Gurudwara Smethwick Holy Trinity Smethwick

Faith for the climate Woodland Trust

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=712684179241963


GET INVOLVED

https://twitter.com/EcoSikhUK

https://www.instagram.com/ecosikhuk/

https://www.facebook.com/ecosikhuk

https://ecosikhuk.org/

https://twitter.com/EcoSikhUK
https://www.instagram.com/ecosikhuk/
https://www.facebook.com/ecosikhuk
https://ecosikhuk.org/


THANK YOU



FOOTSTEPS 

Photo: Owen de Visser

FORMED November 2015

CORE ACTIVITIES INCLUDE:
• Faith-based climate activities
• Summer Interfaith walks
• Annual Tread Lightly conferences
• Young People engagement 
• Political and Local Engagement

Walk of Witness through centre of Birmingham 
November 2015



FOOTSTEPS 

BCC CLIMATE EMERGENCY and ROUTE to ZERO TASKFORCE
.

Birmingham Faith Community leaders calling on 
Birmingham City Council to Declare a Climate 
Emergency.

Cllr Waseem Zaffar said ‘the involvement of the faith 
communities is crucial’



Birmingham Faith Climate Action Partnership 

with 
Birmingham’s faith communities



Birmingham Faith Climate Action Partnership 

OBJECTIVES

• Build the capacity of Birmingham faith groups to lead, and 
engage in, community lead climate action in disadvantaged 
areas of Birmingham 

FUNDING 

• Esmée Fairbairn Foundation - £200,000 funding over 3 years

VEHICLE 

• 10 - 15 local faith community climate action projects



Birmingham Faith Climate Action Partnership 

• based on community needs and perspectives 

• co-designed and delivered with local communities

• based on 

- energy efficiency and awareness 

- food, diet, health 

- connections with nature

- sustainable mobility and active travel

• initiatives that can be replicated elsewhere

Local faith community climate action projects 



Birmingham Faith Climate Action Partnership 

An exciting opportunity 

• To build on the different experience of the delivery partners

• Create a link with the Birmingham Faith Covenant 

• Develop new ways of community led environmental work

• Showcase how Birmingham leads in interfaith climate work 

Next steps

• Establish governance arrangements

• Start identifying potential local climate action projects



Birmingham Faith Climate Action Partnership 

THANK  YOU!

WELCOME QUESTIONS

SEE FOOTSTEPS WEBSITE for more details

https://footstepsbcf.org.uk/bifcap/



West Midlands Greener Together Forum

Keeping the Faith in Climate Action
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